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SYPHILIS 
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RULES  TO  BE  OBSERVED  IN  THE  CARE 
AND  MANAGEMENT  OF  CASES  OF 

SYPHILIS 

EVERY  CASE  OF  SYPHILIS  RE- 
CENTLY ACQUIRED  NEEDS 
EIGHTEEN  MONTHS’  AC- 
TIVE TREATMENT 

Your  doctor  has  handed  these  instruc- 
tions to  you  at  the  request  of  the  Penn- 
sylvania Department  of  Health.  He  de- 
sires to  protect  you  as  far  as  possible. 
In  turn,  you  should  give  him  your  full 
cooperation. 

Syphilis  is  not  the  mild  disease  that  it 
may  appear  to  be.  Its  absence  from  the 
skin  is  not  proof  that  a cure  has  taken 
place.  Great  harm  may  come  from  dis- 
continuance of  treatment  after  the 
visible  signs  have  disappeared. 
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You  should  know  that  this  disease  is 
liable  to  do  great  injury  to  your  internal 
organs  if  treatment  is  not  continued. 
Treatment  is  the  one  means  of  avoiding 
trouble. 

SYPHILIS  THAT  IS  RECENTLY  AC- 
QUIRED NEEDS  18  MONTHS’ ACTIVE 
TREATMENT.  After  that  time  the  dis- 
ease may  still  need  treatment  or  there 
may  be  required  a period  of  rest.  Your 
doctor  alone  can  determine  the  proper 
course. 

Keep  yourself  in  the  best  possible 
physical  condition.  Avoid  alcohol.  It  adds 
greatly  to  the  burden  your  body  is  bear- 
ing. Avoid  overwork  and  fatigue.  Do  not 
permit  yourself  to  lose  weight.  If  you  do 
not  feel  fit  something  may  be  wrong  with 
your  mode  of  living. 

Have  your  teeth  put  in  good  condition. 
When  you  consult  your  dentist,  play  fair 
with  him;  give  him  the  information  con- 
cerning your  disease. 

The  blood  Wasserman  test  is  a valu- 
able aid  in  the  diagnosis  of  syphilis  but 
your  doctor  is  the  only  one  who  is  capable 
of  interpreting  its  meaning.  Do  not  at- 
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tempt  to  direct  your  treatment  by  means 
of  the  blood  test.  Your  doctor  is  qualified 
to  determine  your  needs. 

Beware  of  advertisements  for  the 
treatment  of  “Diseases  of  Men.”  Repu- 
table physicians  do  not  advertise. 

Do  not  marry  until  you  have  discussed 
the  subject  thoroughly  with  your  physi- 
cian. He  is  in  position  to  advise  you  in- 
telligently on  the  subject. 

*****gonorrhea,  chancroid  and  syphilis 
in  its  communicable  stages  are  declared 
to  be  communicable  diseases  and  to  be 
subject  to  quarantine  whenever  in  the 
opinion  of  the  Secretary  of  Health  or  his 
medical  representative  or  of  the  local 
health  authorities  the  patient  is  a menace 
to  the  public  health  by  reason  of  his 
character,  occupation,  habits  or  his  neg- 
lect of  treatment  and  the  methods  de- 
signed to  protect  others  from  infection. 

Paragraph  14,  Section  8,  Rules  and  Regulations 
of  the  Department  of  Health  and  Advisory 
Health  Board  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Penn- 
sylvania. Adopted  November  16,  1927. 
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